
“Character Guarded” |  David H. McKinley, Speaker

Notes:

“Greatness is a quality of character and not the result 
of circumstances.” —Dean Acheson

[ Proverbs 22:1 ]

“The 5 Enemies of Greatness” (Nick Saban):
(1) Entitlement, (2) Lack of Discipline, (3) Circumstances 
Over Vision, (4) Self-Pity, (5) Complacency

“Aim at nothing and you’ll hit it every time.”

“How do you measure success? To laugh often and 
much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the 

affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest 
critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to 

appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to leave 
the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a 

redeemed social condition, or a job well done; to know 
even one other life has breathed because you lived—

this is to have success.” —Ralph Waldo Emerson

Notes:

HOW CAN I SUSTAIN A LIFE-LONG 
PURSUIT OF CHARACTER?

 1. Recognize God is in the ________________–
    Shaping Business

[ 2 Peter 1:3-9 (The Message) ]

2. Remember to Start Each Day With

    a Focus on the __________________ Man

“Win your mornings and you change your life. Begin 
each day with quiet thoughtful reflection, prayer, and 

an open Bible. Most people lose the day before it 
begins. Jesus first for peace, perspective, and purpose.” 

—Jack Graham
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3. Resolve to Pursue ______________________

    Through ____________________

[ Philippians 2:3-4 ]

 “Humility is the foundation of all the other virtues, 
hence, in the soul in which this virtue does not exist, 

there cannot be any other virtue except in mere 
appearance.” —St. Augustine

“You can have everything in life you want if you will 
just help other people get what they want.” 

—Zig Ziglar

[ Matthew 20:26b-28 ]

“There never will exist anything permanently noble 
and excellent in the character which is a stranger to 

resolute self-denial.” —Sir Walter Scott

4. Realize the ________________ That Threaten

    You are the _______________That Build You

“Your attitude can make a difficult road 
worth traveling.” —Zig Ziglar

[ 1 Peter 5:10 ]

   “No test... no testimony. You cannot make lemonade 
with sugar alone... you must have some sour lemons. You 
can not learn good horsemanship by riding a tame horse. 
The harder the battle, the sweeter the victory. Regardless 
of what happens to you, never say you are having a bad 

day... say you are having a character-building day. All 
the things that you are going through are building your 

character. You are being shaped and designed for 
your greatness. You have something special! 

You have GREATNESS within you!” —Les Brown

5. Receive the Benefit and Blessing of

    ___________________________

[ Proverbs 27:17 ]

6. Rehearse the Reasons for _________________

[ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 ]

“Watch your thoughts, they become words. 
Watch your words, they become actions. 
Watch your actions, they become habits. 

Watch your habits, they become character. 
Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.” 

“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; 
When health is lost, something is lost; 

When character is lost, all is lost.” 
—German Proverb   
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