What do you think, dear?
Should | preach this Sunday on the topic of suffering,
or should | just go on an hour and a half and let

them experience it firsthand for themselves?
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“The end of life is not to
be happy. The end of
life is not to achieve
pleasure and avoid pain.
The end of life is to do
the will of God, come

what may.”
-- Martin Luther King, Jr., 1956

Matthew 23:18-20

“The Great
Commission”

“| still believe that
standing up for the
truth of God is the

greatest thing
in the world.
This is the end of life.”

“... to build a
community of believers,
committed to Jesus
Christ, connected to one
another, and challenged
to share the Gospel.”

A Great Commission
Christian:

Personalizes an
Active Mandate




Withess some way
every day!

A Great Commission
Christian:

* Personalizes an Active Mandate
+ Participates in an Inclusive Mission

Proclaims an
Exclusive Message

“If Christianity is to survive
... it will have to evolve
radically beyond the
images employed by Billy
Graham. It will be forced
to become something new
and different.”

A Great Commission
Christian:

* Personalizes an Active Mandate

Participates in an
Inclusive Mission
“all the world”

“I do not believe that God
Is a being sitting above the
clouds pulling strings ... |
do not believe that human
beings are born evil and
that only those who come
to God through the ‘blood
of Jesus’ will be saved.”

“It will have to surrender
its claims to miracle,
magic, and exclusiveness.”

Rt. Rev. John Shelby Spong
Episcopal Bishop




“For | am not ashamed of
the gospel of Jesus
Christ, for it is the power
of God unto salvation to
everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to
the Greek.” Romans 1:16

“baptizing and
teaching all things”

“For we cannot but
speak the things
which we have
seen and heard.”

Acts 4:20

A Great Commission
Christian:

* Personalizes an Active Mandate
+ Participates in an Inclusive Mission
* Proclaims an Exclusive Message

Promotes a
Progressive Maturity

A Great Commission
Christian:

* Personalizes an Active Mandate

+ Participates in an Inclusive Mission
* Proclaims an Exclusive Message

* Promotes a Progressive Maturity

Partners with an
Attentive Master




“Sharing Jesus Christ
in the power of the
Holy Spirit and
leaving the results to
God” -- Bill Bright

“We are not responsible
for the past generation,
and we cannot bear full
responsibility for the
next one; but we do
have our generation.”

“The evangelistic
harvest is always
urgent. The destiny of
men and of nations is
always being decided.
Every generation is
strategic.”

“God will hold us
responsible as to how
well we fulfill our
responsibilities to this
age and take advantage
of our opportunities.”
-- Billy Graham




