2026_08_09 MsgScrns

My therapist said |
should get an emotional
support animal... So |
got a chicken.
Deep fried. Came with
milkshake. Feeling
better already

“REALITY CONTINUES TO RUIN MY LIFE.”

—BILL WATTERSON
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IJAMES, A SERVANT OF GOD
AND OF THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST, TO THE TWELVE

TRIBES IN THE DISPERSION:

GREETINGS. 2COUNT IT
ALL JOY, MY BROTHERS,

WHEN YOU MEET TRIALS
OF VARIOUS KINDS, 3FOR
YOU KNOW THAT THE
TESTING OF YOUR FAITH
PRODUCES STEADFASTNESS.

—JAMES 1:1-3 I. A PERSON WE NEED TO INTRODUCE
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QUICK PROFILE OF JAMES

* HALF-BROTHER OF JESUS (MATTHEW 13:55; MARK 6:3)

* DID NOT INITIALLY BELIEVE IN JESUS (JOHN 7:5)

* LIFE WAS TRANSFORMED AFTER A RESURRECTION
APPEARANCE (I CORINTHIANS 15:7)

* BECAME THE MOST INFLUENTIAL LEADER IN THE
CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

. PETER REPORTS TO JAMES AFTER HIS MIRACULOUS | mesbiaisron
ESCAPE FROM PRISON (ACTS 12:17)

« PAUL MEETS SPECIFICALLY WITH HIM IN JERUSALEM (GAL. I:19)

- PRESIDES OVER THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM (ACTS 15)

- PAUL LATER REPORTS HIS MISSIONARY WORK TO HIM (ACTS 21:18)

« KNOWN EOR HIS GODLINESS FAITH BY ITSELF, IF IT DOES NOT

» DIED AS A MARTYR AROUND AD 62 HAVE WORKS, IS DEAD. —JAMES 2:17
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TRIALS ARE SURE—When, not if

2. A PROBLEM WE ALL FACE TRIALS ARE SUDDEN—Fall... I didn’t see that coming!
TRIALS ARE SORTED—Various... big, small, invasive, intense, etc.
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| HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, THAT IN ME
YOU MAY HAVE PEACE. IN THE WORLD YOU “LIFE IS EASIER IF YOU DREAD IT ONLY

WILL HAVE TRIBULATION. BUT TAKE HEART; ONE DAY AT A TIME.” —CHARLES SHULTZ
| HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. —JOHN 16:33
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“THE MORE EMOTIONALLY FRAGILE YOU
BECOME, THE MORE THE WORLD FEELS
LIKE IT’S HAPPENING TO YOU INSTEAD OF
FOR YOU. RESILIENCE ISN’T ABOUT
PRETENDING LIFE IS EASY. IT’S ABOUT
REFUSING TO BUILD YOUR IDENTITY
AROUND BEING OFFENDED, AGGRIEVED,
OR VICTIMIZED. THAT’S A STRENGTH
WORTH CULTIVATING, BECAUSE IT MEANS

NOT EVERY SETBACK GETS TO DEFINE
YOU.” —DR. ARTHUR BROOKS 3. A PURPOSE WE MUST EMBRACE

THE SAME DIRECTION
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“OUR VALUES DETERMINE OUR
EVALUATIONS. IF WE VALUE COMFORT
MORE THAN CHARACTER, THEN TRIALS
WILL UPSET US. IF WE VALUE THE

DO YOU BELIEVE GOD IS
IN CONTROL?

DO YOU BELIEVE GOD IS
GOOD NO MATTER WHAT

RS < MATERIAL AND PHYSICAL MORE THAN YOU SEE OR WHAT YOU

A LOi‘G OBEDIENCE IN

Ut ot THE SPIRITUAL, WE WILL NOT BE ABLE FACE?
TO ‘COUNT IT ALL JOY.” IF WE LIVE ONLY WILL YOU WAIT ON HIM
FOR THE PRESENT AND FORGET THE BY FAITH UNTIL WHAT IS
SHADOWED IN DARKNESS
FUTURE, THEN TRIALS WILL MAKE US 1S REVEALED IN'HIS LIGHT?
BITTER, NOT BETTER.” —WARREN WIERSBE
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CHRISTIANITY 101: ADVERSITY IS THE PROCESS.
MATURITY IS THE PURPOSE.

STEADFASTNESS
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AND | AM SURE THAT GOD
WHO BEGAN THE-GOOD
WORK WITHIN YOU WILL
KEEP RIGHT ON HELPING

YOU GROW IN HIS GRACE
UNTIL HIS TASK WITHIN
YOU IS FINALLY FINISHED
ON THAT DAY WHEN
JESUS CHRIST RETURNS.
—PHILIPPIANS 1:6 (LB)
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