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LONG OBEDIENCE IN

THE SAME DIRECTION

SIF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, LET HIM
ASK GOD, WHO GIVES GENEROUSLY

TO ALL WITHOUT REPROACH, AND IT WILL
BE GIVEN HIM. $BUT LET HIM ASK IN FAITH,
WITH NO DOUBTING, FOR THE ONE WHO
DOUBTS IS LIKE A WAVE OF THE SEA THAT
IS DRIVEN AND TOSSED BY THE WIND.
FOR THAT PERSON MUST NOT SUPPOSE
THAT HE WILL RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM
THE LORD; 8HE IS A DOUBLE-MINDED MAN,
UNSTABLE IN ALL HIS WAYS. —JAMES 1:5-8
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WISDOM: “THE ABILITY TO DISCERN GOD’S HAND IN HUMAN
CIRCUMSTANCES AND APPLY HEAVENLY JUDGMENT

TO EARTHLY SITUATIONS.” —JOHN BLANCHARD
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I. WISDOM IS A
PROMISED GIFT FROM GOD

.003.tiff

.004..tiff



THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM,
AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY ONE IS INSIGHT.
—PROVERBS 9:10

THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM;
ALL THOSE WHO PRACTICE IT HAVE A GOOD

UNDERSTANDING. HIS PRAISE ENDURES FOREVER!
—PSALM I11:10

AND HE SAID TO MAN, “BEHOLD, THE FEAR OF THE
LORD, THAT IS WISDOM, AND TO TURN AWAY FROM EVIL
IS UNDERSTANDING.” —JOB 28:28
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“NOT UNTIL WE HAVE
BECOME HUMBLE AND
TEACHABLE, STANDING IN
AWE OF GOD’S HOLINESS
AND SOVEREIGNTY,
ACKNOWLEDGING OUR
OWN LITTLENESS,

DISTRUSTING OUR OWN

I'THE FOOL SAYS IN HIS
HEART, “THERE IS NO GOD.”
THEY ARE CORRUPT, THEY
DO ABOMINABLE DEEDS;
THERE IS NONE WHO DOES
GOOD. 2THE LORD LOOKS
DOWN FROM HEAVEN ON
THE CHILDREN OF MAN,
TO SEE IF THERE ARE ANY
WHO UNDERSTAND,
WHO SEEK AFTER GOD.
—PSALM 14:1-2
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THOUGHTS, AND WILLING
TO HAVE OUR MINDS
TURNED UPSIDE DOWN, CAN
DIVINE WISDOM BECOME
OURS.” —J.I. PACKER

2. WISDOM IS

PROCESSED IN PRAYER
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7ASK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU;
SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND;
KNOCK, AND IT WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.
8FOR EVERYONE WHO ASKS RECEIVES, AND THE ONE
WHO SEEKS FINDS, AND TO THE ONE WHO KNOCKS
IT WILL BE OPENED. OR WHICH ONE OF YOU, IF HIS SON

ASKS HIM FOR BREAD, WILL GIVE HIM A STONE?
10OR IF HE ASKS FOR A FISH, WILL GIVE HIM A SERPENT?
I"[F YOU THEN, WHO ARE EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE
GOOD GIFTS TO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH MORE
WILL YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN GIVE GOOD
THINGS TO THOSE WHO ASK HIM! —MATTHEW 7:7-11
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28... “WE STRICTLY CHARGED

YOU NOT TO TEACH IN THIS

NAME; YET HERE YOU HAVE
FILLED JERUSALEM WITH YOUR
TEACHING, AND YOU INTEND

TO BRING THIS MAN’S BLOOD
UPON US.” 22BUT PETER AND
THE APOSTLES ANSWERED,
“WE MUST OBEY GOD
RATHER THAN MEN.”
—ACTS 5:28-29
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3. WISDOM IS PROVIDED WHEN
FAITH IS UNDIVIDED
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STRUST IN-THE LORD
WITH ALL YOUR HEART,
AND DO NOT LEAN
ON YOUR OWN
UNDERSTANDING.

§IN ALL YOUR WAYS
ACKNOWLEDGE HIM,
AND HE WILL MAKE
STRAIGHT YOUR PATHS.
—PROVERBS 3:5-6
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“JAMES IS PROBABLY THINKING OF A STRONG KIND OF
DOUBTING: A BASIC DIVISION WITHIN THE BELIEVER THAT
BRINGS ABOUT WAVERING AND INCONSISTENCY OF
ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD... JAMES IS NOT, THEN, HERE
CLAIMING THAT PRAYERS WILL NEVER BE ANSWERED
WHERE ANY DEGREE OF DOUBT EXISTS—FOR SOME

DEGREE OF DOUBT ON AT LEAST SOME OCCASIONS
IS PROBABLY INEVITABLE IN OUR PRESENT STATE OF
WEAKNESS. RATHER, HE WANTS US TO UNDERSTAND THAT
GOD RESPONDS TO US ONLY WHEN OUR LIVES REFLECT
A BASIC CONSISTENCY OF PURPOSE AND INTENT:
A SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY.” —DOUGLASS MOO
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AND WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE HIM,
FOR WHOEVER WOULD DRAW NEAR TO GOD MUST BELIEVE

THAT HE EXISTS AND THAT HE REWARDS THOSE WHO SEEK HIM.
—HEBREWS 1 1:6
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=~ NEW CAMPUS

i INTEREST GATHERING

wmm - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 | 5:00 PM
NSIMMONS HALL | WARREN AUGUSTA

HILLCREST BAPTIST CHURCH
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GOD HAS LED. GOD WILL LEAD. GOD IS LEADING.

JOIN THE Fl | .o
TEAM! iz & 2

A L(]NG OBEDIENCE IN
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“A HUMBLE BELIEVING HEART,
A SURRENDERED SUBMISSIVE WILL,
A FOCUSED MIND, AND A LIFE THAT
IS DEPENDENT ON HIM IN ALL THINGS,
ARE VITAL FACTORS IN THE LIFE OF EVERY
BELIEVER, AND JAMES KNOWS THAT ONLY

THE snusnmztnu;: |
THOSE WHO HAVE AN UNWAVERING FAITH

IN GOD ARE THE ONES WHO WILL DO WHAT
IS RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD—
FOR THEY WILL LOVE MERCY AND WALK

HUMBLY WITH THEIR GOD.” —KNOWING JESUS
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ISFOR THE WORD OF THE CROSS IS FOLLY
TO THOSE WHO ARE PERISHING,

BUT TO US WHO ARE BEING SAVED

IT IS THE POWER OF GOD...

24BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED, BOTH
JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST THE POWER
OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD.
25FOR THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD IS WISER
THAN MEN, AND THE WEAKNESS OF GOD
IS STRONGER THAN MEN.

—| CORINTHIANS 1:18, 24-25

THE SAME DIRECTION
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