I3COME NOW, YOU WHO SAY, “TODAY OR TOMORROW
WE WILL GO INTO SUCH AND SUCH A TOWN AND
SPEND A YEAR THERE AND TRADE AND MAKE A PROFIT”—
I4YET YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT TOMORROW WILL BRING.
WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? FOR YOU ARE A MIST THAT APPEARS

FOR A LITTLE TIME AND THEN VANISHES. ISINSTEAD YOU
OUGHT TO SAY, “IF THE LORD WILLS, WE WILL LIVE AND DO
THIS OR THAT.” '6AS IT IS, YOU BOAST IN YOUR ARROGANCE.
ALL SUCH BOASTING IS EVIL. '7SO WHOEVER KNOWS THE
RIGHT THING TO DO AND FAILS TO DO IT, FOR HIM IT IS SIN.
—JAMES 4:13-17
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I. WHAT DID YOU SAY?
AN ARROGANT AMBITION (JAMES 4:13-14)
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ISAND HE TOLD THEM A PARABLE, SAYING,
“THE LAND OF A RICH MAN PRODUCED PLENTIFULLY,
I7ZAND HE THOUGHT TO HIMSELF, ‘WHAT SHALL | DO,
FOR | HAVE NOWHERE TO STORE MY CROPS?’ '8SAND HE SAID,
‘I WILL DO THIS: I WILL TEAR DOWN MY BARNS AND BUILD
LARGER ONES, AND THERE I WILL STORE ALL MY GRAIN AND
MY GOODS. '""AND | WILL SAY TO MY SOUL, “SOUL, YOU HAVE
AMPLE GOODS LAID UP FOR MANY YEARS; RELAX, EAT, DRINK,
BE MERRY.”” 20BUT GOD SAID TO HIM, ‘FOOL! THIS NIGHT YOUR
SOUL IS REQUIRED OF YOU, AND THE THINGS YOU HAVE
PREPARED, WHOSE WILL THEY BE?"” —LUKE 12:16-20
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2. WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
A SOBERING SURRENDER (JAMES 4:14, 16)
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“LIFE IS FAR FROM SIMPLE. IT IS A COMPLEX MATRIX
OF FORCES, EVENTS, PEOPLE, CONTINGENCIES, AND
CIRCUMSTANCES OVER WHICH WE HAVE LITTLE OR
NO CONTROL, MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE
TO ASCERTAIN, DESIGN OR ASSUME ANY SPECIFIC FUTURE,

DESPITE THAT SOME PEOPLE FOOLISHLY IMAGINE THAT
THEY ARE IN CHARGE OF THEIR LIVES. SADLY, SUCH PEOPLE
IGNORE NOT ONLY THE EXISTENCE OF GOD’S WILL
BUT ALSO ITS BENEFIT.” —JOHN MACARTHUR
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DO NOT BOAST ABOUT TOMORROW, FOR YOU DO NOT
KNOW WHAT A DAY MAY BRING. —PROVERBS 27:|
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OUR DAYS ON THE EARTH ARE LIKE A SHADOW,
AND THERE IS NO ABIDING. —| CHRONICLES 29:15b

MY DAYS ARE SWIFTER THAN A WEAVER’S SHUTTLE. —JOB 7:6a

2SMY DAYS ARE SWIFTER THAN A RUNNER; THEY FLEE AWAY;
THEY SEE NO GOOD. 26THEY GO BY LIKE SKIFFS OF REED,
LIKE AN EAGLE SWOOPING ON THE PREY. —JOB 9:25-26

'MAN WHO IS BORN OF AWOMAN IS FEW OF DAYS AND
FULL OF TROUBLE. 2HE COMES OUT LIKE A FLOWER AND WITHERS;
HE FLEES LIKE A SHADOW AND CONTINUES NOT. —)OB 14:1-2

BEHOLD, YOU HAVE MADE MY DAYS A FEW HANDBREADTHS,
AND MY LIFETIME IS AS NOTHING BEFORE YOU.
SURELY ALL MANKIND STANDS AS A MERE BREATH! Selah —PSALM 39:5

ISAS FOR MAN, HIS DAYS ARE LIKE GRASS; HE FLOURISHES LIKE A FLOWER
OF THE FIELD; 'sFOR THE WIND PASSES OVER IT, AND IT IS GONE,
AND ITS PLACE KNOWS IT NO MORE. —PSALM [03:15-16
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“OUR CULTURE BELIEVES WE CAME FROM NOWHERE AND
WE ARE GOING NOWHERE BUT SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE

3. WHAT SHOULD WE DO?
WE NEED TO MAKE A BIG SPLASH.” —MICHAEL HORTON A DAILY DEPENDENCE (JAMES 4:15,17)
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I0THE YEARS OF OUR LIFE
ARE SEVENTY, OR EVEN
BY REASON OF STRENGTH
EIGHTY; YET THEIR SPAN
IS BUT TOIL AND TROUBLE;

“GOD WILL NOT SUFFER MAN
TO HAVE A KNOWLEDGE
OF THINGS TO COME
FOR IF HE HAD PRESCIENCE
(AWARENESS) OF HIS PROSPERITY,

HE WOULD BE CARELESS
AND IF UNDERSTANDING
OF HIS ADVERSITY,

HE WOULD BE DESPAIRING
AND SENSELESS.”
—AUGUSTINE

THEY ARE SOON GONE,
AND WE FLY AWAY...
12S§O TEACH US TO NUMBER
OUR DAYS THAT WE MAY
GET A HEART OF WISDOM.
—PSALM 90:10, 12
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“THIS WORLD TELLS US TO LIVE LIKE WE ARE GOING
TO BE HERE FOREVER, URGING US TO MAKE OUR PLANS,
ACQUIRE OUR POSSESSIONS, AND WORK TO BUILD OUR

PORTFOLIO. BUT JAMES TELLS US TO SUBMIT TO GOD.
DON’T LIVE LIKE YOU ARE GOING TO BE HERE FOREVER.

INSTEAD, LIVE AND PLAN AND WORK LIKE YOUR LIFE
IS SHORT AND LIKE YOU DON’T WANT TO WASTE IT
ON WORLDLY THINGS. LIVE LIKE YOU WANT TO SPEND

YOUR LIFE HUMBLY BEFORE THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
“NEVER BE AFRAID TO TRUST AN UNKNOWN FUTURE AND ULTIMATELY FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.”
TO A KNOWN GOD.” —CORRIE TEN BOOM

.013.iff .014 tiff

4. WHAT WILL YOU DO NOW? THE HEART OF MAN PLANS HIS WAY, BUT THE LORD

ESTABLISHES HIS STEPS. —PROVERBS [6:9

A PERSONAL PRACTICE (JAMES 4:17)
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33BUT SEEK FIRST THE
KINGDOM OF GOD AND
HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS,
AND ALL THESE THINGS
WILL BE ADDED TO YOU.
34THEREFORE

DO NOT BE ANXIOUS
ABOUT TOMORROW,
FOR TOMORROW WILL
BE ANXIOUS FOR ITSELF.
SUFFICIENT FOR THE DAY
IS ITS OWN TROUBLE.
—MATTHEW 6:33-34
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